BAM CASTING-EXTRAS SURVIVAL GUIDE

WE ARE HAPPY TO HAVE YOU WORKING WITH US!

 Whether this is your first time as a background performer or your 50th, we want to make your day on a movie set more enjoyable and help you understand some of what you will be doing; so please read the following:

· Arrive early to work. This is a job like any other and you are expected to put your best foot forward. Our shoot days are long, generally 10-14 hours. Make sure your entire day is clear before accepting work. Please understand that we cannot release you early for any reason unless there is an emergency.

· Allow time to park and find the extras check-in area (where you “check-in” with Casting or A.D. Staff (Assistant Director) and get a (voucher). Make sure you park only in the designated area. (Do not bring friends or relatives to work with you unless they have been asked to work.)

· In order to get paid you will need to bring two forms of ID—Passport OR driver’s license, state/government photo ID, and social security card. Make sure you complete your voucher and I-9 form completely and don’t forget to sign it. If incomplete, it will delay your paycheck. You must not leave the set until the Assistant Director officially releases you. You will sign-out and get a voucher copy. Keep your copy!  It is your proof of payment. *MINORS-SEE BELOW*
· Listen carefully and follow the instruction of the director or A.D.’s. Some terminology:
· “Quiet on the set!” means just that. A noisy set creates confusion so please bear with us.     “Rolling”-cameras on. “Background Action”-your cue to do whatever instructed. “Action”-the scene is in progress. “BACK TO ONE” is your cue to go back to your original position.
· Watch your step. Stay out of the way unless asked to be in a shot by one of the AD’s.

· NEVER look at the camera. 

· NEVER look at the principal actors unless instructed to do so.

· NEVER approach the actors to talk to them, to ask for an autograph, to take a picture, etc. This can get you banned from the set.
· Lunch is provided and is usually served six (6) hours after crew call. **NOTE: Background usually eats after the crew and principal actors. (this is so they can get back to work or set up the next shot). We suggest you eat a big breakfast before reporting to work. If you have a favorite snack, you may want to bring it with you to sustain you until lunch.

· Please note that we cannot be responsible for any valuables lost or left on set. Leave valuables, jewelry and cash at home. You may bring a book, magazines, etc, to the holding area.

· Absolutely no cameras are allowed on set so please- DO NOT BRING THEM. If you are seen with a camera, or a cell phone with camera capabilities on set, we may take the item and/or you may be asked to leave, without pay. Cell Phones should be left in your car or extras holding, and NEVER brought on set.  Make sure it is on VIBRATE or TURNED OFF.
· MINORS WORKING IN LOUISIANA: Bear with the casting company as we require a lot of paper work due to entertainment and Louisiana minor laws. First we will need a copy of the minors Birth Certificate, SS# and one of the following; current school/report card, medical/doctor record, day care/nursery record OR school ID w/photo. *NOTE* Louisiana Law requires any minor working in the entertainment field who makes over $500 to have a BLOCKED TRUST FUND ACCOUNT (COOGAN). It is up to the guardian to set this up. Failure to do so will result in 15% of the minors pay being sent to the Louisiana State Treasurer’s office. *NOTE* “Entertainment Partners” Payroll Company does not wait for minors income to reach $500. They will withhold 15% regardless. Ask casting company for EP’s “TRUST FUND DEDUCTION INFORMATION” form.
Do you know someone who would be interested in being in the movie and could not be here today? If so, please have them visit our website for more information and to apply.

  WWW.BAMCASTINGLA.COM
THANK YOU AND WE WILL SEE YOU IN THE MOVIES!

